
  

Submission to Codesa Gender Advisory Committee 

by Natal And Transvaal Indian Congresses 

Gender consciousness: 

Having studied the many submissions to Codesa urging for the 
representation cf women in Codesa. we were moved inte accepting that 
the Gender Advisory Committse is a victery for all these ceople wha 

waged the struggle for equality. 

Many cf the submissions are from Women’s Jrganigations. who are 
still not represented nere, but Some are aiso trom inen who are 
concerned about gender issues. 

This caused us to think of two questions viz. 

How can these peeple be vepresented hers? and 
Why is it essential for women to oe representea in CODESA. 

          

  

We leaked at the second question first. We :ooked at women’s 
position in the home, in society, in the work situation. etc. Tt 

became cigar that what has happened nnat we Nave created rales, 

and consciously or uncensciousiy we asl g@nere te thi roles. 

Women and men alike entrencn these roles ana it is th roles that 
oS ide rhe nome. prevent women from participating in activities a 

Women have taken an the rol « We take care or 
children, we take care of nusba ake care oF parents and we 
take care of our nome. We tie ourseives to these responsibilities 
because wno else will go it if we ac not cto it? Most women are 
therefore unable tc participate in activities away fram nome. 

  

But also because cf our role we have acquired interests which 
preclude pelitzcai and ecaonomicai <onsiceraticons. we co not see 
surselves as being ressonsible fer tnese asce oF society, 
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We have to ensure that we set into mot:an a orocess cf education 

wnich will help create a new society wnere peopie are peopie and net 

maies or females. black or white, ricn or poor. 

How can the varicus erganisations seek .ng representation be 

accommodated? 

We could relate to thes2 erganisations, cr we could ask for their 

direct reoresentation, ar we could work towards a goal whereby they 

would be adequateiy represented in a new cispensation, bus whatever 

the means, the imoortant issue °5 the creat:on of a new 

fconscisusness among all of us, so that we can see issues with a 

common vision. 

We therefere suggest that in deliberacing om the tssues at hang we 

constantly check ourselves and our own consciousness on gender 

issues. e 
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